Tumor radioimmunolocation: differential antibody retention by antigenic normal tissue and tumor.
On the assumption that a high specificity would be required for in vivo tumor location and drug targeting, much labor has been expended to produce monoclonal antibodies directed to antigens found primarily on tumors. However, for at least one tumor-associated antigen, stage-specific embryonic antigen 1 (SSEA-1), the concentration of the target antigen need not be higher in the tumor than that found in normal tissues for successful use of the corresponding monoclonal antibody in in vivo tumor location; rather, accessibility and antibody metabolism are more important.